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written works, his diary or his letters. Pepys no
doubt led him on, making mental notes the while
and going home early to write It all down, because
the entry is a very long one, Evelyn discoursed of the
badness of the government, "where nothing but
wickedness and wicked men and women command
the King/" He refers to Lady Byron as "the King's
seventeenth whore abroad/5 He describes how in
the court there were menial servants "lacking
bread" who had not received <ca farthing of wages/*
and he tells his absorbed companion how "the King
of France hath his mistresses but laughs at the fooling
of our King that makes his bastards princes and loses
his revenues upon them and makes his mistresses his
masters/5 Then comes a long and detailed bit of
gossip about how Mrs. Stewart, In spite of being
loaded with, jewels, manages to escape from the
Court without prostituting herself to the King. He
ends with .some anecdotes and criticism of Clifford
and of Arlington.
An, interesting conversation; but one thing is
certain, namely, that Evelyn never for a moment
suspected that It was all going to be written down,
In fact he never had any Idea that Pepys was a diarist.
Sir William Coventry was the only man to whom
Pepys confided the fact, and he regretted having clone
so afterwards., "it not being necessary nor may be
convenient to have It known/*
But it is certainly worthy of note and a good
illustration of the difference of method in the two
diarists that so far there is no mention whatever of
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